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TSAG Spring 2010 Meeting Record 
March 10, 2010/ 8:30am-4:00pm 

ITS America Board Room / 1100 17 St NW, Washington, DC 20036 

 

Participants               
TSAG Members  ITS America Staff  

 Dan Dytchkowskyj, Vice Chair   Rod MacKenzie, ITSA Vice President of Programs 

 John Corbin   Scott Belcher, CEO 

 Mickey Bunn   Chris Lane    

 Rick Commerford   Bill Gadsby  

 Bill Hinkle    Manny Puentes, TSAG Coordinator   

 Jill Ingrassia  TSAG Partners / Friends  

 Nancy Pollock   Mark Bush, AASHTO 

 Tom West   Ted Smith, Noblis 

 Skip Yeakel    Dave Bergner, IMSA 

    Tom Jeffers, GM OnStar 

US DOT   Kathy McMahon, APCO 

 Linda Dodge, ITS, JPO   Gary Wallace, ATX 

 Valerie Briggs, ITS, JPO    

 Tim Lane, FHWA    

                                             
 
MEETING HIGHLIGHTS 
By Agenda Item 
 
1. Welcome/ Announcements/ Introductions/ Agenda Review:   

Vice Chair Dan Dytchkowskyj chaired the meeting in Dia Gainor’s absence. Dan opened the meeting, 
by thanking participants for their attendance and inviting self introductions.  
 
Following introductions, Dan recognized Scott Belcher, ITS America President and CEO. Scott 
welcomed members and guests and voiced ITSA’s appreciation to be involved with TSAG. He 
reported on recent ITSA’s Board of Directors changes, noting that Chair Michael Huerta has been 
recently confirmed as Deputy FAA Administrator, so that Vice-chair Ann Flemer (Bay Area MTA) has 
assumed the ITSA Chair position. Scott reported on the previous week ITSA B/D meeting, noting that 
much of its focus is on the upcoming 2010 Annual Meeting in Houston, TX.  Scott continued by 
describing board meeting actions, including appointment of new board members, including Linda 
Watson, chair of Links Transit in Orlando and former TRB chair; and Ken Goldman, president of 
Hughes Telematics.  He continued that in the first two months of 2010, ITSA membership his 
increased by 20 new members, on track to a goal is to exceed 100 new members this year.  Scott 
concluded by highlighting key ITSA projects, including its Smart Solutions Program; Innovative 
Technologies; and the current work on the 2010 Annual Meeting.  He invited TSAGs participation in 
ITSA programs and projects of interest to their mission. 

2. Chair Report: New Member & Special Guest Introductions 

Dan thanked Scott Belcher and continued the meeting by introducing new member Rick Comerford 
representing the International Association of Emergency Managers (IAEM). Rick provided a brief 
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overview of his background in emergency management and his affiliation with IAEM. He looks 
forward to working with TSAG, especially in areas of emergency communications as this relates to 
emergency management of incidents and events. Dan continued by recognizing two guests, 
including:  
  

 Tom Jeffers, GM OnStar, Vice President of Public Policy   

 Tim Lane, Federal Highway Administration 

 Peter Sweatman (in absentia) Ex-officio TSAG Member representing ITSAs Safety Forum 

3. ChairΩǎ Report:   

Dan continued with his Chair’s Report as follows:   

 Oct 2009 Meeting Record:  Members should provide comments and or corrections to the 
distributed October 1, 2009 Meeting Record to Manny for finalizing and filing.  

 US DOT Strategic Plan for Research, Development & Technology Activities - - Dan noted that 
TSAG had provided Comments to the US DOT Strategic Plan for Research, Development, and 
Technology (RD&T) Activities, noting that DOT had issued a call for comments in early January.  
The executive committee and TSAG staff had studied RD&T Plan drafted comments for 
submittal. TSAG comments were submitted on schedule and are posted on the TSAG web site.  
 
TSAG comments specifically addressed vehicle to vehicle technologies, vehicle to infrastructure 
technologies, and human factors technologies.  Human Factors research relates to the matter of 
distracted drivers, especially for emergency responders vehicle operators.  V-V: DOT was asking 
for research in communicating technologically with “move over” or “I’m here” communications. 
V-I: relates to technologies that are interface related.  

John Corbin noted that the TSAG comments were timely and laudable, adding that the broad public 
safety community must be better recognized by US DOT programs.  John continued that the US DOT no 
longer recognizes a formal ITS public safety program, noting that TSAG should step in to serve as a voice 
for public safety practitioners and emergency responder needs.  

 Dan concluded his report noting that the next Biannual US DOT Executive Briefing is scheduled 
for June 2010. TSAG staff is working with NTIMC to organize briefing materials and will keep 
members informed of briefing date and time.   
 

4. US DOT December 2009 TSAG/NTIMC Joint Briefing Report 
John Corbin reported on the December 2009 US DOT Executive Briefing, noting that this biannual 
event has become a nice US DOT tradition. John noted that the December 16 Briefing was the best 
attended thus far, with representatives from four modal agencies with 12 DOT representatives in 
attendance.  John provided highlights of the briefing, led by TSAG Chair and Vice Chair, supported by 
himself as NTIMC Chair and T.J. Nedrow, his Vice Chair. The briefing highlighted independent TSAG 
and NTIMC projects and programs, and cooperative activities on items of mutual interest.  

 
Briefing discussion focused on areas of US DOT interest for engagement and alliances with TSAG and 
NTIMC, including Jeff Lindley’s interest on performance management and the identification and 
definition of program components that ‘measurable’ such that these may demonstrate outcomes 
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and measures of effectiveness. John continued that NHTSA representatives are focused on NG-911 
and the relevance of NG-911 to both TSAG and NTIMC programs and missions. Further, both groups 
were referred to National Transportation Operations Coalition, including the current high focus on 
distracted driving. NHTSA invited TSAG and NTIMC to look at the issue and see how it relates to both 
interests’ missions and programs.  John touched on the recently completed Ambulance Transport 
Safety Summit and how ITS technology relates to ambulance vehicle technology - - especially as this 
relates to emergency vehicle related incidents in which responders are put at risk and/or involved in 
injury and fatal incidents. NTIMC is pursuing a national Struck-By Incident Reporting System and will 
ask US DOT to designate a lead administration and a lead individual to facilitate the design and 
creation of this type of a national reporting system.  Finally, the briefing addressed emerging 
opportunities relating to technologies associated with IntelliDrive.   
 
The next briefing is scheduled for June, in keeping with the US DOT initiated schedule of hosting two 
briefings per year.    

5. NTIMC Report 
The NTIM Coalition has recently secured funding for its “Roadside Vehicle and Worker Visibility” 
project, and are in the process of finalizing a corresponding research agenda.  The ‘research agenda’ 
is to be finalized at an April 21st workshop facilitated by ATRI. Workshop proceedings and outcomes 
will be reported to TSAG in a final draft form at the June meeting. The basic research question is to 
address emergency vehicle lighting systems, and understand human factors application for roadside 
emergency responder activities, including operations protocols for ensuring safety of responders, 
motorists, and travelers.  Additionally, NTIMC is developing a Traffic Incident Training Module which 
John reports will serve key agencies including FHWA, AASHTO, NTIMC, and others.  Finally, John 
noted that the NTIMC Website is being refined to be friendlier and more functional in serving its 
communication functions.  NTIMC has created the Traffic Incident Management Network, is a group 
of incident management practitioners involved in incident management and utilizing resources such 
as Facebook or other social media sites.   
 
John concluded by reporting that a NTIMC Summit has been scheduled for September 21 and 22 in 
Baltimore, MD, under the sponsorship of the I-95 Corridor Collation. Both NTIMC and TSAG 
Websites provide information on the Summit.    

6. ITSA Safety Forum/ ITS America Administrative Reports 

ITSA Safety Forum: Mickey Bunn reported that the Annual Meeting Safety Forum Showcase this 
year will focus on distracted driving.  The rest of the program sessions deal with Intellidrive and 
safety in particular.  There will be a mix of public safety people involved, telematics people, US DOT 
people, and Federal Highway people.   
 
TSAG will not be participating at the Annual Meeting this year owing to its May dates being off the 
normal TSAG meeting schedule.    

 
Mickey continued, her report noting that she was recently associated with the Gulf Region ITS 
(GRITS) chapter,  is involved with the group GRITS, which stands for Gulf Region ITS Chapter which 
includes the states Alabama, Louisiana, and Mississippi.  Some of these regional/state chapters are 
really strong and they have conferences that are incredible.  Mickey went to the ITS Heartland 
conference and the sessions were well attended and there was a lot of discussion.  Maybe TSAG 



                                                                           Transportation Safety Advancement Group  

4 

 

should think about having a representative strategically choose some venues.  Mickey also 
suggested that it would be nice to have a TSAG representative presenting to the TSAG member 
committees.  It is important to get the message out on a national level.  Tom West volunteered to 
be the go-between for the state chapters and TSAG.  He reports to them on a quarterly basis and 
would like to be able to describe to them various TSAG updates.  He believes that this would be a 
good relationship to cultivate.   

ITS America Administrative Report:  Manny reported for Rod MacKenzie, noting that Rod sent his 
regrets that a previous commitment required that he miss this meeting. Manny reported that ITS 
America continued to strengthen its Forums structure, with Forums now organized and operating at 
near full strength and activity. The crosscutting activity within and through the Forums is proving 
useful to leveraging time and resources toward addressing key issues and programs. Manny added 
that ITSA has recently participated in developing a Model Distracted Driver Ordinance for use by 
local agencies as they move to address the growing distracted driver problem. The Model Ordinance 
is under review for final editing and adoption and will be available through the ITSA Website for use 
by local, regional and state agencies.   

Manny noted that ITS America State Chapters are increasingly engaged in areas of TSAG interest, 
including incident response and transportation operations technologies. Manny then introduced 
Charlie Tennyson, new ITSA staff member and staff support to the ITSA Safety Forum.  Charlie 
reported that he has recently launched a “Wiki” space where the Forum subcommittees are able to 
share documents and organize efforts.  Subcommittees formed under the Safety Forum include 
Cooperative Systems, Emergency First Responders and Homeland Security, Human Interaction with 
ITS Systems, and Freight Carriers.  Each subcommittee committee has elected a chair and vice chair, 
will schedule individual meetings and report back to the Safety Forum.  

7. TSAG Administrative Report 
Manny Puentes, TSAG Coordinator presented his quarterly Administrative Report, as follows:  

 2009 Work Plan- Q4 Report- The Year 2009 was concluded with all Work Plan elements 
completed as planned. Highlights included TSAG adoption of its 2010-2012 Strategic Plan; that 
defines details the TSAG vision, mission, and road map (Work Plans) for serving its goals. The 
2010-2012 Strategic Plan details new activities, including a ITS Strategies for Public Safety 
program to promote Statewide ITS Strategic Plans’ adoption of ITS applications to address first 
responder safety, efficiency, and effectiveness.  This program will become a key activity to 
address the TSAG goal of promoting technology for public safety.  

 2009 Annual Report - - Manny noted that the 2009 Annual Report is completed and printed for 
member use and distribution. The Annual Report highlights TSAG member volunteerism, 
through administering key activities, including Case Studies Workshops and Strategic Partners 
programs.   

 Website Upgrades Report - - Manny demonstrated recent upgrades and content improvements 
to the TSAG Website. Members are complimentary of the way the Website has evolved over 
recent months.  

 Technology Transfer Toolbox - - The Technology Transfer Toolbox provides TSAG members tools 
for representing the TSAG mission and Work Plans to Stakeholder Organizations and like interest 
groups. Since its inception, it has evolved as a useful toolbox and Manny invites members and 
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TSAG Partners to provide feedback on additional areas of support. He’ll continue to expand 
resources as opportunities arise.  
 
ACTION: TSAG members to let Manny know what ŀŘŘƛǘƛƻƴŀƭ ƛǘŜƳǎ ǘƘŜȅΩŘ like to see added to 
the Technology Transfer Toolbox 

 Strategic Partnership Program - - The Strategic Partner program is intended to forge formal 
partnerships, first with Stakeholder Organizations, and later with like interest groups for the 
purpose of leveraging TSAG and partner resources for the greater purpose of advancing the 
TSAG mission. The current Work Plan goal is to formalize partnerships with primary Stakeholder 
Organizations first through the exchange of website links and later to more extensive mutual 
support activity.  

 Public Safety Research Assessment - - This activity is looking for opportunities through various 
stakeholder interests to pursue assessments of ongoing research on public safety technologies. 
Manny invites members to remain alert for opportunities in this area.  

 2009 Annual Report - - Manny reported that the 2009 Annual Report was completed in early 
February.  The report highlights key accomplishments and identifies over 2500 hours of TSAG 
member volunteer time. The Report is available in printable version through the TSAG Website, 
plus, members may order copies through Manny for special distribution needs.  

 Case Studies Workshop Series - - Manny reported that the 2010 Case Studies Workshops plan is 
to dedicate one workshop to the NG9-1-1 What’s Next Forum, plus one workshop to the NRITS 
Annual Conference, and the third to a Winter TSAG Meeting, with two candidate Case Studies 
under consideration, including the Waco Texas Army Base Shooting incident and the Erie County 
Plane Crash into the Hudson River.  Details on this CSW Series will be provided as it unfolds.    

 ITS Strategies for Public Safety - - Manny reported that this project is a new undertaking and 
relates to State level ITS Strategic Plans. He notes that each State is required to adopt Highway 
Safety Plans, and most states formalize associated ITS Strategic Plans. This project will inventory 
these ITS Strategic Plans for identifying model ITS Strategies for Public Safety, and using these to 
promote similar pursuits by other States. TSAG will target key states including MI, FL, NY, CA, 
and MN to see track ITS technologies for public safety, including strategies for incident response 
and management. From these best practices and specific public safety technologies TSAG will 
publicize these nationally. Manny expects the project to extent over 2 years, with the first year 
dedicated to an assessment of what is going on nationally.  Mark Bush and AASHTO will support 
TSAG as appropriate by helping serve as a contact with key states.   

Discussion: Mickey suggested that the TSAG mission statement should be at the beginning of the 
Annual Report.  Manny acknowledged and agreed, and invited other member suggestions and edits. 
The Report will be published and posted on the TSAG Website within the next 30 days.  
 
 ACTION - - Members to give Manny any additional suggestions or edits by the end of March. 

8. IntelliDrive Briefing Report - - Technical Information Exchange (TIE) Session  
Special guest Valerie Briggs, ITS JPO reported on this item.  While this (TIE) item was announced as 
the RITA 2010-2014 Strategic Research Plan, Valerie noted that as the foundation of the Strategic 
Plan, an overview of IntelliDrive would serve as a foundational overview of the Plan.  
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IntelliDrive represents the application of wireless Vehicle-To- Infrastructure (V2I) or Vehicle-To-
Vehicle (V2V) communications. The Research Plan has a very specific focus to advance safety, 
mobility, and environmental quality through IntelliDrive applications.  Through the ability of vehicles 
to “communicate” with one another, or for vehicles to “communicate” with roadway and roadside 
infrastructure, the safety and efficiency potential is expanded tremendously. Moreover, associated 
“green” impacts through basic and expanded IntelliDrive applications are recognized and also to be 
researched. The safety benefits of IntlliDrive are what first attracted US DOTs involvement. NHTSA 
has pursued early research on the causes of vehicle crashes, determining that 82% of crashes could 
be addressed through IntelliDrive applications.  IntelliDrive requires high speed communications and 
‘transactions’, existing cellular communications cannot effectively serve this need. Thus, Dedicated 
Short Range Communications (DSRC) is the communications medium of choice to serve IntelliDrive 
functions.  The Strategic Research Plan is generally focused on implementing IntelliDrive.  As the 
Plan moves forward, a number of questions must first be addressed. Among these, the question of 
inventorying proven applications and their corresponding implementation costs versus expected 
benefits. Also, the question of establishing both vehicle and infrastructure ‘market penetration 
baselines’ to realize acceptable demonstration and test results. Next, the question of established 
technologies and their reliability, stability and interoperability - - and within this, the development 
of requirements and standards. Also, the matter of addressing policy and governance questions, and 
the associated questions of public agency versus private entity roles and responsibilities. Next, the 
range of questions relating to addressing privacy, driver distraction, liability and the broad range of 
related issues.  Valerie noted that the goal of the ITS JPO is to address these and other questions by 
the year 2014, with Strategic Research focused on related long-term high risk research.  
 
Discussion: Members noted that TSAG comments to the Plan highlighted the absence of emergency 
vehicle components in IntelliDrive and within the research agenda. Valerie acknowledged this and 
invited TSAG to continue providing input to this and related recommendations. She recommended 
that to the extent possible, TSAG should identify specific applications useful to responder safety and 
to victim aid.  Members recommend that TSAG undertake development of a White Paper for 
submittal RITA through Linda Dodge and Valerie.  This should include a listing of ideas that would be 
considered by RITA program managers. Specific stakeholder interests include auto manufacturers, 
and after market companies, State DOTs’, transit interests, and commercial vehicle interests, among 
others. Recalling that the Research Plan focus has been on safety and crash avoidance, public safety 
applications should similarly focus on these key objectives. Valerie concluded by inviting members 
to visit the IntelliDrive website (www.intellidrive.org) and enroll in any of a number of interest group 
mail lists.  Valerie concluded by thanking TSAG members and adding that she could see that RITA 
mangers and researchers would benefit by attending TSAG meetings to listening to members’ ideas.   

Action:  TSAG to propose (through Linda Dodge) additional recommendations on public safety and 
emergency vehicle applications useful to specific safety and emergency responder needs.  

9. US DOT Report 
By agenda tradition, Linda Dodge provided updates on key US DOT initiatives, including:  
NG9-1-1 - - Next Generation 9-1-1 continues to generate considerable interest both within and 
outside US DOT. Program leads will brief key RITA and modal administrations as interest in the 
program grows.  A key area of focus as RITA underscores accomplishments in recognition of its 5-
year anniversary is in fact NG9-1-1.  US DOT is very pleased with TSAG involvement in the What’s 
Next project as TSAG provides a direct conduit to key Next Generation stakeholders and experts. In 

http://www.intellidrive.org/
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particular the TSAG / ITS America project partnership will design, organize and facilitate an NG9-1-1 
What’s Next Forum through which these experts will collectively review and launch an investigation 
of the project goal of identifying priority, actionable information to be communicated to emergency 
responder groups by Public Safety Answering Points (PSAP). From the Forum, a series of White 
Papers and a Recommendations Report will be provided to US DOT.  Linda noted that the project is 
currently, the project is on hold pending a determination of identifying technical writing support for 
White Papers and Final Report. Linda concluded that the earliest that the Forum could be scheduled 
is now mid-June, with the possibility to move into early Fall to avoid summer vacation conflicts. In 
any case, the NG9-1-1 Forum represents the key project milestone and should be considered from 
all aspects of ensuring support by target participants.   
  
Action: TSAG staff to keep members apprised of NG9-1-1 WN Forum schedule options 

Rural Safety Initiative - - Linda asked Ted Smith of Noblis, Rural Safety Initiative staff consultant to 
provide a status report. Ted reported that US DOT has identified 12 rural sites to demonstrate / test 
rural ITS applications. Several of the demonstration locations have begun project work and are on 
schedule as project tasks are pursued.  Ted noted that the Arizona project, an advance ‘severe dust’ 
warning system has been suspended and may be cancelled. He noted further that the California 
project is also delayed owing to difficulty in processing project contracting details.  Other projects 
are moving forward, and the Iowa project should be especially interesting.   

NRITS - - Ted reported that this year’s National Rural ITS (NRITS) Annual Conference is under final 
design and scheduled for August 1-4 in Huntington, WVA.  Ted noted that the 2011 NRITS Annual 
Conference is scheduled for Coeur-de-Laine, Idaho. Manny noted that with US DOT approval, TSAG 
will continue to support NRITS by scheduling Case Studies Workshops as in Seaside, OR in 2009.   

ITSA Smart Solutions:  Steve Hanson, ITS America, reported on its Smart Solutions Project. Steve 
noted that the project, launched in February is designed to highlight successful ITS and related 
advanced technology projects across the country.  ITS America intends to educate the media and 
the public about the diversity of technology based projects and their associated benefits. Two 
projects have been identified, the first in Portland, OR, addressing traffic signal synchronization, and 
the second, in Michigan addressing automated snow removal.  Steve asks TSAG members to feel 
free to submit candidate Smart Solutions projects for ITSA review and profiling for inclusion in its 
showcase project program.  Smart Solutions is ‘open-ended’, intending to identify applications with 
statistical data that documents benefits, innovative R&D, policy and creative applications - - all with 
an element of geographical diversity and rural, and urban settings.    
 
Action: TSAG will track Smart Solutions to identify opportunities to publicize projects of interest.  

10. TSAG Member Reports 
Mickey Bunn - - is continuing to establish a working relationship with TRB committees and plans to 
promote a TRB relationship with TSAG and its interests. Mickey’s project proposal to examine NTSB 
reports to identify opportunities for public safety research is on hold pending funding decisions.  

Skip Yeakel - - Volvo had the CVII project first demonstration in Greensborough in January.  It was 
pretty successful.  They are heading up to NY in June to look at DSRC’s in NYC and the Long Island 
Expressway.    
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Tom West - - as vice chair of the ITSA State Chapters Council will promote the TSAG mission to the 
Council and will work with Manny develop a strategy and communications plan to accomplish this. 
Manny added the State Chapters Council can provide a base of information and support for TSAGs 
ITS Strategies for Public project. Manny will work with Tom and ITSA staff to pursue this working 
relationship.  

Nancy Pollack - - notes that APCO is working on a standard for evaluating emergency vehicle ‘data 
sets’.  This will establish uses of data communicated through emergency communications networks 
to PSAPs and to incident dispatching.  Nancy added that the ‘Women in Public Safety Leadership’ 
Conference is scheduled this April in Orlando. She’ll provide a conference report at next meeting.   

Mark Bush, AASHTO - - Mark reported that that AASHTO leadership continues to pursue its goal of 
establishing the organization as the ‘premier’ highway operations leader, including identification 
and application of appropriate technologies. Mark notes that AASHTO is nearing completion of its 
SHRP Traffic Incident Management Training Module, to be used by states for incident management 
practices for responders. AASHTO’s 52 member agencies include 50 states plus DC and Puerto Rico. 
Members Dan expressed appreciation for Mark’s attendance and asked that as a key partner, he 
continue to report AASHTO activities at future TSAG meetings.     

Dan Dytchkowskyj - - reported that he and Manny had visited the staff of the National Sheriffs 
Association (NSA) last December. NSA is enthusiastic about engaging with TSAG and joining its 
Strategic Partner program and will remain available to participate, with the NG91-1 What’s Next 
project. Dan discussed opportunities to coordinate TSAG and NAS programs including publications, 
meetings and events, and NSAs Traffic Safety committee.  Dan and Manny will pursue a possible 
opportunity for a TSAG presentation to NSAs 2010 Annual Meeting in Anaheim, CA next June.  

11. Additional Business - - Mickey Bunn proposed that from Ms Briggs discussion of IntelliDrive, she has 
come to believe that the term ‘public safety’ needs to be more clearly defined. She recommends 
that TSAG undertake the development of an IntelliDrive like brand that is descriptive of the 
emergency responder and emergency vehicle components of public safety - - perhaps a term like 
‘EmergiDrive’ as a component of IntelliDrive. TSAG members agreed with this observation and 
encouraged Mickey and others to continue developing the concept for future discussion.    

12. Adjourn - - There being no other business, the meeting was adjourned at 4:15 pm.   
 
Meeting Notes:  Manny Puentes / Brei Whitty 


